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Background and Aims: Several biochemical and physiological processes are involved in the production of free 
radicals. Increase in free radical production could cause many diseases such as atherosclerosis, cancer, diabetes. 
Medicinal plants are good sources for natural antioxidants. For this reason some plants in Compositae family 
were chosen for studying antioxidant activity. 
Methods: Methanolic extracts of the plants were prepared by maceration method. Antioxidant activity of the 
extracts were studied by FARP and DPPH assays. Total phenolic content of the extracts were measured by 
Folin-Ciocalteu method. 
Results:The results showed high antioxidant activities for most plants. Anthemis trumfetii showed thehighest  
and Achillea eriophora showed the lowesta ntioxidant activities. There was a good correlation between 
antioxidant activity and total phenolic content. 
Conclusions: These findings show that different plants from the Compositae family possess interesting 
biological activities and may be used for discovery and development of novel pharmacologically active 
compounds. 
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